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calls a convention, the convention will have what no other American constitu- 
tional convention has ever had, not merely carefully collected material bearing 
on State constitutional problems but a complete constitution, prepared for its 
consideration by an officially appointed Commission. A state constitution 
deals with so many subjects, many of them of great difficulty, that it would 
seem necessary, in order to make it reasonably possible for a convention to do 
good work, that there should be prepared beforehand for its use, not merely 
carefully collected information such as is found in this bulletin of the Illinois 
Legislative Reference Bureau, but the text of the amendments or the new con- 
stitution recommended by an official body charged with the duty of their prepar- 
ation and given sufficient time to perform the work with thoroughness. 

William Draper Lewis 

A Memoir of Sir William Anson. Edited by Herbert Hensley Henson, 
Lord Bishop of Hereford, Clarendon Press, Oxford University, 1920, pp. 242. 

John Archibald Campbell (Associate Justice of the U. S. Supreme 
Court., 1853-1861). By Judge Henry G. Connor. Houghton Mifflin Co., 
1920, pp. 310. 

The case system of the study of law adopted today in the leading Law 
Schools of America is well fitted to send into the profession men conversant with 
the leading cases and with the analysis of varied sets of facts. But the tendency 
all too apparent in the modern study of law is to regard it objectively, and to 
disregard the fact that the law has grown and can grow only through its great 
exponents among judges, advocates and teachers, and that knowledge of the 
lives of those men cannot fail to be a source of a better understanding of the 
past and of a greater aspiration for the future. The early growth of the Consti- 
tution is illuminated for both student and lawyer by such a book as Senator 
Beveridge's "Life of Marshall." Another book published within the last year, 
and throwing light on the development of American law over a period of forty 
years of the last century through the history of one of the great advocates of 
the time, is the "Arguments and Speeches of William M. Evarts." 

The Memoir of Sir William Anson, and Judge Connor's Life of John A. 
Campbell, both received from their respective publishers, present in similar 
manner a background in which to place many of the cold facts and principles ab- 
stracted from textbooks and reported cases. The two books, each the life of 
an eminent lawyer, exhibit a difference in construction which is striking. The 
The Life of Justice Campbell is written in the conventional biographical form by 
a single author, who is thoroughly acquainted and sympathetic with his subject; 
the Memoir of Anson though edited and partially written by the Bishop of 
Hereford, is for the most part a collection of sketches of the various periods of 
Sir William Anson's Life, written by friends and associates of his days at Eton, 
Oxford and the House of Commons, including such well-known men as A. V. 
Dicey, Sir T. Erskine Holland and James William Lowther, Speaker of the 
House of Commons. 

In these two volumes we find all three forms of legal eminence. John 
A. Campbell, appointed to the Supreme Court in 1853 at the age of forty-two 
following a request made by the other justices to the President, was until his 
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resignation at the beginning of the Civil War, an able and vigorous judge. At 
the close of the war, in which he cast his lot with his native Southern state and 
occupied a position in the War Department of the Confederacy, he returned 
to the practice of law and for twenty-five years held a commanding position 
among the advocates at the bar of the Supreme Court. Sir William Anson, 
on the other hand, held no judicial position and practiced as advocate but little, 
devoting himself to the teaching of the law through his connection with All 
Souls College, Oxford, and through his books, "Law of Contract," and "Law 
and Custom of the Constitution, " which were written by him for the student 
rather than the trained lawyer. The influence of "Anson on Contracts" needs 
no further proof than the fact that this book, originally published in 1879, has 
just been reprinted for the fourteenth time. 

The life history of Justice Campbell furnishes an example of the results 
of thoroughness. He was noted both as judge and advocate for his complete 
preparation of cases and for his mastery of the sources of the law, especially 
among the early writers on the Civil Law. Among the cases which came before 
the Supreme Court in his period as Associate Justice, the best known is the Dred 
Scott case, in which Justice Campbell delivered an opinion concurring with the 
opinion of Chief Justice Taney and the majority of the Court. But Justice 
Campbell's claim to fame rests not so much upon his service as a member of the 
Court, as upon his later thorough and able arguments in many of the greatest 
cases before the Court between the Civil War and his death in 1889. The 
"Slaughter House Cases," (16 Wallace 36-1873), raising the question of the 
scope of the Fourteenth Amendment; New York and New Hampshire v. Louis- 
iana (108 U. S. 76-1882), in which citizens of the former states sought to evade 
the Eleventh Amendment by assigning their Louisiana bonds to their states 
to collect for them; and the "Railroad Commission Cases," (116 U. S. 307- 
1886), were the cases in which his arguments were especially noteworthy. 

The author on page 205 of the Life of Justice Campbell states: "Judge 
Curtis and Judge Campbell are the only American lawyers who, after service 
on the Supreme Court Bench of the United States, have returned to the practice 
of their professions. " Mr. Charles Evans Hughes should be added as another 
Justice returned to advocacy from the Bench of the Supreme Court. 

The record of the life of Sir William Anson discloses in him an aristocrat 
of that fine type which carried England through its crises for many centuries. 
Born of a family with a history of accomplishment in peace and war, Anson 
attended Eton and Balliol, Oxford, travelled for a time, was elected fellow of 
All Souls, admitted to the Bar and soon thereafter elected to a Readership of 
English Law at All Souls, succeeding Holland in that position. This was the 
deciding factor in his career. In 1881, he was elected Warden of All Souls, and 
thereafter until his death in 19 14 continued to serve with his entire ability his 
college, the University, and later his country as member of Parliament for the 
University of Oxford. The wonder of it, to a reader of this collection of sketches 
of his life, is that a man whose life was so full of teaching, of fellowship with his 
associates, and of activity in behalf of those things in which he was interested, 
found opportunity for the research and study necessary to produce the books by 
which his name is known to lawyers throughout the English-speaking parts of 

the world. 

Robert Dechert. 



